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MR. PRESIDENT,

DISTINGUISHED DELEGATES,

IT IS A MOMENT OF GREAT PRIDE FOR FI1JI THAT THE
TALANOA METHODOLOGY WE |INTRODUCED AT
COP23 REACHED ANOTHER LEVEL YESTERDAY HERE
AT COP24 - As MINISTERS FROM AROUND THE
WORLD JOINED LEADING NON-PARTY STAKEHOLDERS
IN DIALOGUE ABOUT HOW WE CAN RAISE AMBITION

IN THE CLIMATE ACTION STRUGGLE.

I WANT TO THANK YOU ALL FOR EMBRACING THE
TALANOA SPIRIT - TO MOVE OUR COLLECTIVE

AGENDA FORWARD NOT IN AN ATMOSPHERE OF



BLAME OR FINGER-POINTING BUT WITH RESPECT,
EMPATHY AND UNDERSTANDING. TO REALISE THAT
WE ALL HAVE LEGITIMATE POINTS OF VIEW BUT THAT
WE ARE ALL ESSENTIALLY IN THE SAME CANOE. AND
TO REALISE THAT THE SCALE OF THE CLIMATE
THREAT REQUIRES US ALL TO DO MORE - MUCH
MORE - IF WE ARE TO PRESERVE LIFE AS WE KNOW IT
ON OUR PLANET AND THE HEALTH AND WELL-BEING
OF OUR PEOPLE, OUR ECONOMIES AND OUR LEGACY

FOR FUTURE GENERATIONS.

THE EXCHANGE OF IDEAS AND BEST PRACTICES THAT
HAS TAKEN PLACE MUST NOW BE TRANSLATED INTO
CONCRETE ACTION AS YOU REVIEW YOUR
NATIONALLY DETERMINED CONTRIBUTIONS. AND I
APPEAL TO YOU ALL TO RETURN TO YOUR CAPITALS
WITH THIS TALANOA CALL FOR ACTION AND
DEMONSTRATE THE POLITICAL WILL THAT IS
NECESSARY TO MOVE THIS PROCESS RESOLUTELY

FORWARD BY 2020.

OF ALL THE HUNDREDS OF TALANOA SESSIONS
HELD THROUGHOUT THE WORLD SINCE WE
LAUNCHED THE CONCEPT IN BONN IN MAY, THIS IS
EASILY THE MOST IMPORTANT. BECAUSE AS

MINISTERS IN THE SOVEREIGN GOVERNMENTS THAT



MAKE UP THE CONFERENCE OF THE PARTIES, YOU
HOLD IN YOUR HANDS THE POWER TO TRANSFORM
OUR COLLECTIVE APPROACH TO THE CLIMATE

THREAT.

THE TIME FOR TALKING AND LISTENING - AS
IMPORTANT AS THAT HAS BEEN AND WILL CONTINUE
TO BE IN THE TALANOA PROCESS - MUST NOW ALSO
GIVE WAY TO ACTION. THE TALANOA DIALOGUE NOW

MUST GIVE WAY TO THE TALANOA CALL FOR ACTION.

As | HAVE SAID REPEATEDLY AS COP23 PRESIDENT,
WE FACE THE STARKEST OF CHOICES. ACT
DECISIVELY NOW TO CAP THE GLOBAL TEMPERATURE
AT NO MORE THAN 1.5 DEGREES CELSIUS ABOVE
THAT OF THE PRE-INDUSTRIAL AGE. ACT DECISIVELY
TO EMBRACE THE NEW TECHNOLOGIES THAT WILL
PAVE THE WAY TO A CLEAN ENERGY FUTURE AND
ENSURE OUR FUTURE PROSPERITY. OR ENTER
HISTORY AS THE GENERATION THAT BLEW IT — THAT
SACRIFICED THE HEALTH OF OUR WORLD AND
ULTIMATELY BETRAYED HUMANITY BECAUSE WE
DIDN’T HAVE THE COURAGE AND FORESIGHT TO GO
BEYOND OUR SHORT-TERM INDIVIDUAL CONCERNS.

CRAVEN, IRRESPONSIBLE AND SELFISH.



SO FRIENDS, AS OUTGOING COP23 PRESIDENT, |
AGAIN CALL ON ALL THE NATIONS OF THE WORLD TO
DEMONSTRATE THE POLITICAL WILL NEEDED TO
OVERCOME THE IMMENSITY OF THE CHALLENGE WE
FACE. AND TO EMBRACE THE WONDERFUL
OPPORTUNITIES FOR GROWTH AND PROSPERITY THAT
WILL FLOW IF WE WORK TOGETHER TO MAKE THE

SWITCH FROM DIRTY ENERGY TO CLEAN ENERGY.

AS THE SCIENTISTS HAVE JUST TOLD US, TIME IS
FAST RUNNING OUT. BUT THERE IS STILL TIME FOR
THOSE NATIONS WHO HAVE YET TO MAKE THE
NECESSARY COMMITMENT TO BOARD OUR CANOE ON
OUR VOYAGE TO A ZERO CARBON, CLEAN ENERGY

FUTURE.

LET ME MAKE THIS PERFECTLY CLEAR. FI1JI
WELCOMES THE IPCC SPECIAL REPORT ON 1.5
DEGREES. AND WE THANK THE THOUSANDS OF

SCIENTISTS WHO CONTRIBUTED TO IT.

WE MUST ALL ACCEPT THE SCIENCE, WHICH IS
IRREFUTABLE. WE ACCEPT SCIENCE IN VIRTUALLY
EVERY SINGLE OTHER FORM OF HUMAN ENDEAVOUR.

SO SIMPLE LOGIC DICTATES THAT WE MUST DO IT



WHEN THE EVIDENCE OF HUMAN-INDUCED WARMING

IS SO CONCLUSIVE.

I APPEAL TO YOU ALL TO JOIN FIJI AND THE
MARSHALL ISLANDS AS THE FIRST TWO NATIONS TO
COMMIT TO RAISING OUR NDCs BY 2020 AND
ACHIEVE NET ZERO EMISSIONS BY THE MIDDLE OF

THE CENTURY. IF WE CAN DO IT, SO CAN YOU.

SO | ASK YOU ALL TO HEED THE APPEAL OF THE UN
SECRETARY GENERAL TO COME TO HIS SUMMIT IN
NEW YORK NEXT SEPTEMBER WITH CONCRETE
PLANS — INFORMED BY YESTERDAY’S TALANOAS AND
THE HUNDREDS BEFORE THEM — TO RAISE YOUR

OWN NDCs.

I ALSO THANK THE SECRETARY GENERAL FOR HIS
STRONG ENDORSEMENT OF THE TALANOA DIALOGUE
AS A CRITICAL VEHICLE TO RAISE AMBITION AND HIS
CALL FOR THE TALANOA PROCESS TO CONTINUE ALL

THE WAY TO NEW YORK AND BEYOND.

Fi1JI COMMITS ITSELF HERE IN KATOWICE TO
CONTINUE TO LEAD THE TALANOA CALL FOR
ACTION. WE ARE PROUD AND VERY GRATIFIED THAT

THIS PACIFIC CONCEPT OF INCLUSIVE DECISION-



MAKING HAS CAPTURED THE IMAGINATION OF THE
WORLD. WE ARE PROUD AND VERY GRATIFIED THAT
IT HAS THE SUPPORT OF NOT ONLY A GREAT NUMBER
OF NATIONAL GOVERNMENTS THAT MAKE UP THE
CONFERENCE OF THE PARTIES BUT THE MEMBERS
OF THE GRAND COALITION THAT HAVE BEEN AT THE
CORE OF FIJI’'s COP23 PRESIDENCY — STATES,
CITIES AND REGIONS, THE PRIVATE SECTOR, CIVIL
SOCIETY AND FAITH-BASED ORGANISATIONS AND

BILLIONS OF PEOPLE AROUND THE WORLD.

TOGETHER, WE MUST RECOGNISE THE GRAVITY OF
THE CHALLENGE WE FACE — THE NEED TO INCREASE
OUR COLLECTIVE NDC’S FIVEFOLD — FIVE TIMES
MORE AMBITION, FIVE TIMES MORE ACTION — IF WE
ARE TO ACHIEVE THE 1.5 DEGREE TARGET.
TOGETHER, WE MUST UNRESERVEDLY ACCEPT THE
SCIENCE AND THE ADVICE THAT OUR PRESENT NDCs
HAVE US ON TARGET FOR WARMING OF AT LEAST 3
DEGREES BY CENTURY’S END. TOGETHER, WE MUST
COMMIT TO CONTINUE EXCHANGING IDEAS AND BEST
PRACTICES TO RAISE OUR NDCs AND ACHIEVE NET
ZERO EMISSIONS BY 2050. TOGETHER, WE CAN
OVERCOME THE GREATEST THREAT HUMANITY HAS

EVER FACED - WITH THE ENTIRE GLOBAL



COMMUNITY EVENTUALLY EMERGING MORE

PROSPEROUS AND MORE RESILIENT.

AS WE WRAP UP OUR MINISTERIAL TALANOA AT
COP24, | WARMLY THANK OUR POLISH CO-CHAIR
AND ALL OF YOU WHO HAVE COMMITTED YOURSELF
TO THE PROCESS. SO LET’S CONTINUE TO TALANOA
AS ONE WORLD FOR MORE AMBITION AND, MOST

IMPORTANTLY, MORE ACTION.

VINAKA VAKALEVU. THANK YOU.



