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What needs to be done?

• ‘Prevent the preventable’ and ‘manage the 

unavoidable’

• Credible relevant data is key for effective 

action to protect the most vulnerable



IDMC is the world’s leading 

source of data and analysis on 

internal displacement.

The Internal Displacement

Monitoring Centre (IDMC)



Displacement related to weather and 

geophysical hazards (1970 – 2012)
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Displacement risk drivers: Conflict, especially 

conflict combined with natural hazards
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Figure 3.9: High-level causal diagram illustrating the compounded impacts of drought and conf lict on pastoralist 

livelihoods and displacement

Figure 3.8: Population change in New Orleans (2000–2010) (Source: U.S. Census Bureau (data); New York Times (map))
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Case study: Drought-displacement risk for 

pastoralists in northern Kenya, southern Ethiopia and 

south-central Somalia



An innovative new approach

re



Case study: Drought-displacement risk for 

pastoralists in northern Kenya, southern Ethiopia and 

south-central Somalia
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What needs to be done?

1. Innovate out of the problem: Focus on 

present to fix the future

2. Where appropriate, coordinate DRR, 

adaptation, humanitarian and development 

frameworks

3. Address evidence and knowledge gaps



Thank you



Why this data is key

• Systematic collection, analysis and 

sharing of data a critical first step

• Better inform policy, strategy and 

response

• Based on data from the past, what can we 

know about the future?



Implications

• Exciting new area of work

• Inform better responses and interventions

• Ultimately ensure that while unavoidable, 

disasters can be manageable



Displacement risk drivers: Climate 

change
Interlocking vulnerabilities of small island states



Displacement risk drivers: 

Population growth in hazard-prone 

areas



Displacement risk drivers: Rapid, 

unplanned urbanisation





Scale and frequency, 2008-2013



The toxic cocktail: Disaster in a 

conflict context

• ¼ of all countries reporting disaster-

displacement in 2012, also conflict 

affected

• Often those facing floods and storms are 

also facing violence, hunger and poverty


